EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

July 12, 2007
(House)

STATEMENT OF ADMINISTRATION PoLicy

H.R. 2956 — To requirethe Secretary of Defense to commence thereduction of the number
of United States Armed Forcesin Irag to alimited presence by April 1, 2008, and for other

purposes
(Rep. Skelton (D) Missouri)

The Administration strongly opposes House passage of H.R. 2956. Successin Iragiscritical to
our national security and to victory in the War on Terror. H.R. 2956 would infringe upon the
constitutional authority of the President as Commander in Chief by imposing an artificial
timeline to withdraw U.S. troops from Irag, regardless of the recommendations of our
commandersin combat. Decisions about military strategy, including appropriate troop levels,
must be based on the recommendations of our commanders in combat. This legislation would
substitute the judgments of politicians for the considered judgment of our military commanders.
If H.R. 2956 were presented to the President, he would veto the bill.
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